VISITOR 
ORIGIN/ 
DESTINATION 


The trend in visitor origins which has been noted over 
the past few years, when Canadian visitors increased as 
a percentage of total visitors, did not continue into 1975. 


While total visitor registrations were up by 5.9% over 
1974, Canadian registrations decreased by 7%. U.S. vis- 
itor registrations increased 9.6% and foreign registra- 
tions increased by 15.9%. 


Registrations at the Watson Lake Information Center 
decreased by 23% while the Haines Junction, Beaver 
Creek and Dawson City Information Centers all showed 
an increase. Dawson City showed the largest increment 
(22.3%) as visitors there in 1975 numbered 23,064 as 
against 18,862 in 1974. 


Exhibit IV shows the top eleven areas of origin for 
Yukon visitors. California and Washington registered 
increases in percentage of total visitors while the other 
leading areas of origin showed moderate decreases. 
Three American states and three Canadian provinces 
provide the source of nearly half (45.2%) of all Yukon’s 
visitors. 


A survey of north-bound tourists which was completed 
in 1972 (Exhibit IV) showed us that a far larger propor- 
tion of Canadian and foreign tourists considered Yukon 
as their main destination in comparison with American 
tourists, who overwhelmingly named Alaska as their 
destination. 


During the summer of 1975, an exit survey was carried 
out by the Department in conjunction with Parks 
Canada, and it is expected that the results of this survey 
will give us a much clearer idea of visitor characteris- 
tics, transportation routes and destination areas than 
have hitherto been available. 





EXHIBIT III 


Yukon Visitors 
Since 1962 


Year No. of Visitors Estimated Value 
1962 40,016 $ 2,046,258 
1963 51,657 2,641 632 
1964 49 279 2,920,953 
1965 62,281 3,337,015 
1966 108 ,400 7,047,734 
1967 97,200 7,043,734 
1968 118 142 7,681,120 
1969 137 262 (+179) 8,822,030 
1970 156,416 (+13%) 10,167,040 
1971 183 681 (+17%) 11,939,265 
1972 270,897 (+21%) 21,768 ,759 
1973 311,374 ¢+14.9%) 25,021,000 
1974 325,310 (+ 4.5%) 26,161,000 
1975 340,108 (4+ 4.5%) 27,338 ,000 
NOTE: 


1962-1965 include June, July and August figures only. 
1966-1968 include May to September figures only. 
1969 and later includes figures for full calendar year. 


SOURCES: 

Canada Customs 

Transportation Companies 

Alaska Highway Traffic Count (1972) 


* 21% represents real increase over 1971; figures result- 
ing from new counting methods have been excluded 
for comparison purposes. 


Produced by: Department of Tourism & Information 
Government of the Yukon Territory 
P.O. Box 2703 
Whitehorse, Yukon 






DISCOVER 


‘HOME OF THE KLONDIKE’ 


Yukon Tourism 1975 


SUMMARY 


Visitors to the Yukon in the calendar year 1975 totalled 
340,108, an increase of 4.5% over 1974. Direct expendi- 
tures by those visitors were estimated at $27,338,000. 


Several trends in travel patterns continued in 1975 from 
previous years: 


1. ‘‘Shoulder’’ Season (primarily May and September ) 
traffic continued to increase. 

2. Highway traffic during summer months decreased by 
1.6% while other modes (train, boat, air) showed 
substantial increases. 

3. Package tours continued to increase in volume and 
seem to be limited during peak season months only 
by availability of hotel rooms. 

4. Dawson City continued to receive a larger proportion 
of traffic in 1975 than in previous years, as Sixty 
Mile Highway traffic increased by over 25% and 
Dawson Visitor Information Center registrations 
showed a 22.3% increase. 


One trend which was interupted in 1975 concerned vis- 
itor origins. Canadian visitors, which had been increas- 
ing steadily in the past three years, decreased in 1975 by 
7%. U.S. visitors, on the other hand, increased 10% over 
1974. 


The tourism year 1975 went largely as expected in terms 
of visitor volumes and patterns. Most positive trends 
have continued, and the industry shows every sign of 
continuing its strong performance. 





VISITOR VOLUMES 


Visitors entering Yukon in the calendar year 1975 num- 
bered 340,108 which represents an increase of 4.5% over 
1974. Direct expenditures by these visitors are esti- 
mated at $27 338,000. Since no new data were developed 
recently regarding visitor expenditures, this dollar fig- 
ure is merely a projection of those used in previous 
years and does not consider changing spending habits, 
price increases and so on. 


For a detailed breakdown of visitors entering Yukon at 
each point of entry, see Exhibit 1. 


In 1975, 79.5% of all visitors entered the Territory during 
the May to September period, a drop of 1.4% from 1974. 
In addition the other periods, January through April 
and October through December, showed increases over 
the previous year. These two facts illustrate the con- 
tinuing trend toward a longer tourist season and in- 
creased “‘shoulder and off” - seasonal travel. This trend 
has been in evidence for the past four years and reflects 
the emphasis placed on the promotion of travel during 
times other than the peak summer season, by the De- 
partment of Tourism and Information. 


MODES AND PATTERNS OF 
TRAVEL 


Total people travelling on highways during the 1975 
peak season (May to September) decreased by 1.6% 
while overall highway traffic for the entire year in- 
creased by 2.9%. Highway traffic during the summer 
months has been at the same level for the past three 
years. 


There was a considerable increase in arrivals via train, 
boat, walking, etc. and of these means, the White Pass 
and Yukon Railway was the major mode of travel. The 
increase in this category over 1974 was 11.9%. This is 
another indication of the increasing popularity of pack- 
age tours to the Yukon visitor. 


There was a further increase in arrivals by air during 
1975 as 61,568 persons arrived, 5.7% more than in 1974. 


Washouts closed the Alaska Highway again in 1975 for a 
period of ten days, as they did during the previous year. 
A decrease in registrations at the Watson Lake Infor- 
mation Center may be at least partially attributable to 
this fact. 











EXHIBIT I 
Yukon Visitors in 1975 
HIGHWAY AIR OTHER TOTAL 
Alaska __ Haines Dawson Alaska (Train, Boat, 
Highway Road 60 Mile Highway Walking, 
(Beaver crk.) (Watson LK.) Bike, etc.) 
Jan. 1974 1246 isi 3993 462 7786 
Feb. 2184 1610 86 3604 538 8022 
Mar. 4077 2251 114 4126 621 11189 
Apr. 4230 2417 10 203 4176 651 11687 
May 5360 4859 436 7624 5272 2272 25823 
June 10894 7580 2114 20725 7045 8174 56532 
July 16950 9237 4721 33224 8862 13002 85996 
Aug. 17120 7909 4354 19551 8276 12143 69353 
Sept. 10562 3802 911 5206 5269 6916 32666 
Oct. 5035 2332 15 164 4151 873 13070 
Nov. 3769 1454 76 3361 562 9222 
Dec. 3869 934 119 3433 407 8762 
86524 45631 12561 87203 61568 46621 340108 
EXHIBIT II 
Yukon Visitors in 1974 
HIGHWAY AIR OTHER TOTAL 
Alaska Haines Dawson Alaska (Train, Boat, 
Highway Road 60 Mile Highway Walking, 
(Beaver Crk.) (Watson LK.) Bike, etc.) 
Jan. 1545 953 109 3312 531 6450 
Feb. 1556 861 84 3328 163 5992 
Mar. 2655 1466 111 4142 148 8522 
Apr. 3122 2483 36 199 3347 743 9930 
May 5271 3452 348 7474 4960 2107 23612 
June 13756 5788 1754 20319 6141 8135 55893 
July 22875 9132 3623 32573 9427 9419 87049 
Aug. 20916 6614 3286 19167 8095 11752 69830 
Sept. 9694 4308 907 5104 4830 6345 31188 
Oct. 4015 1620 160 3870 1208 10873 
Nov. 3140 1050 75 3302 562 8129 
Dec. 2866 826 116 3503 531 7842 
91411 38553 9954 85491 58257 41644 325310 
SOURCES: 1. Canada Customs 


2. Transportation Companies 


3. Alaska Highway Traffic Count (Adjusted from 1972) 


